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Reply to Office Action dated October 19, 2004 



REMARKS 

These remarks are in response to the Office Action dated October 19, 2004. This response 
is timely filed. 

At the time of the Office Action, claims 1-3 were pending. In the Office Action, claims 1-3 
were rgected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting. The 
rejections are set out in more detail below. 

This response is concurrently filed with an Ihfbnnation Disclosure Statement enclosing 
additional references cited in an OfBce Action recently issued on a corresponding Japanese patent 
appHcation. AppUcant respectfijlly submits that the pending claims are patentable over these 
references. 



I. gpuble Patenting Reiections 

Claims 1-3 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-3 of U.S. Patent No. 6,725.907. AppUcant notes that 
both the present patent appUcation and U.S. Patent No. 6,725,907 are commonly owned by 
Twinbird Corporation. AppUcant has provided an executed terminal disclaimer to expedite 
prosecution of the appUcation. Accordingly, in connection with claims 1-3, a tenninal disclaimer 
in accordance with 37 CFR §1.32Hc) is enclosed to overcome the double patenting rejections. 
Withdrawal of the rejections are respectfully requested. AppUcant respectfiiUy submits that the 
pending claims are patentable over these references. 

H. Fees 

Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0951 in the amount of $65 for the terminal 
disclaimer fee. Please also charge any deficiencies, or credit any ovetpayroenis. to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0951. 
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m. ronclusion 



AppUcants have made every effort to present claims which distinguish over the prioran. 
and it is believed that all claims are in condition for allowance. Nevertheless. AppUcant invites the 
Examiner to call the undersigned if it is believed that a telephonic interview would expedite the 
prosecution of the appUcation to an allowance. In view of the foregoing remarks. AppUcant 
respectfuUy requests r^onsideration and prompt allowance of the pending claims. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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